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SUBJECT: NEWSPAPER JOKE PROVOKES GOVERNMENT 

1. A PRACTICALJOKE AIMED AT PRIME MINISTER BANDARANAIKE 
AND PRINTED IN THE AFTERNOON OBSERVER NEWSPAPER AUGUST 23 
HAS RESULTED IN THE FIRING OF ONE REPORTER AND THE 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF SEVEN OTHERS .INCLUDING 
APPARENTLY SUCH JOURNALISTIC HEAVYWEIGHTS AS MERYVN 

DE SILVA, EDITORIAL ADVISORS TO THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED 
LAKE HOUSE NEWSPAPER CHAIN, AND PHILIP COORAY, 

EDITOR OE WEEKLY CEHLON NEWS, ANOTHER LAKE HOUSE 
ORGAN. 

2. PRACTICAL JOKE TOOK THE EORM OE FRONT-PAGE "MAN-IN-THE STREET" 
ARTICLE QUOTING THREE HOUSEWIVES WHO 

PRAISED FULSOMELY PRIME MINISTER AND HER HANDLING OF 
SUMMIT,IN GENERAL TONE OF SELF-CONGRATULATION THAT 
HAS BEEN SO PROMINENT IN GOVERNMENT CIRCLES SINCE 
SUMMIT ENDED .IN FACT, NAMES OF ALL THREE WOMEN 
"INTERVIEWED" HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM OBITUARY COLUMNS OF 
THAT MORNING'S CEYLON DAILY NEWS (ALSO LAKE HOUSE). 

WHEN THIS WAS DISCOVERED TWO DAYS LATER, OBSERVER 
APOLOGIZED AND ANNOUNCED FIRING OF REPORTER ,GAMINI 
WINDSOR. THE SUSPENSIONS HAVE NOT BEEN FORMALLY 
ANNOUNCED BUT WE HEAR OE THEM FROM THREE SEPARATE SOURCES. 
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3. COMMENT: DISCIPLINARY ACTION TAKEN IN THIS BROUHAHA REFLECTS 
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NOT ONLY PRIME MINISTER'S PRESUMED DISPLESURE BUT ALSO 

LAKE HOUE AND NATIONAL POLITICS. DE SILVA HAS BEEN OUT OF EAVOR 

EOR SEVERAL MONTHS AND PLAYED AN INSIGNIEICANT 

ROLE DURING NON-ALIGNED CONEERENCE .WE SPECULATE 

THAT OPPORTUNITY HAS BEEN TAKEN TO CLEAR OUT OE 

LAKE HOUSE BEEORE GENERAL ELECTION OR AT LEAST 

CAUTION THOSE WHOSE LOYALTY TO PRIME MINISTER AND LAKE 

HOUSE EDITOR A.K. PREMADASA MIGHT BE QUESTIONABLE. 

THE QUICK PUNISHMENT METED OUT IS THE GOVERNMENT'S 
WARNING THAT SUCH TRADITIONAL NEWSPAPER POLITICAL 
ANTICS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED THIS YEAR.HOWEVER, SOME 
JOURNALISTS ARE BOLDER THAN EVER, PLACING THEIR BETS 
ON A GOVERNMENT CHANGE IN GENERAL ELCTION AND KNOWING 
THAT THE EIRED TODAY IS THE HERO TOMORROW. 

4. INTERESTINGLY, IT WAS COMMUNIST/MOSCOW WING 

SINHALA DAILY ATTHA WHICH BROKE STORY OE HOAX TO EURTHER 

PUBLIC EMBARRASSMENT OF PRIME MINISTER. 

ATTHA AIMED ITS EIRE AT SINOPHILE LAKE HOUSE CHAIRMAN 
PREMADASA AND OBSERVER EDITOR LIONEL EERNANDO 
BUT THOSE DISCIPLINED, DE SILVA AND CREW,WERE ON 
PREMADASA'S BLACK LIST. 

REED 
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